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Greetings from VFCC Chairman 
Terry Whipple 

 

It is exciting to see what a solid foundation 
has been laid for the VFCC in 2019.  We 
continue to grow in relevance and 
meaningful influence for Volk Field and the 
communities supporting the base.  To have 
had a chance to support the bid for F35's 
at Truax, the University of Wisconsin 

Missing-in-Action Recovery and Identification Project, and our 
regional education system has made 2019 a productive year for the 
VFCC.  Let's together envision continued progress towards our 
missions in 2020 and the building of a sustainable future for Volk Field 
and the Volk Field Community Council.  A special thanks to all those 
involved with the VFCC and their support.  I wish all a blessed and 
memorable holiday season. 
 
 
 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=hd64hx4ab.0.0.nwfw8avab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fvfccwi.org


Volk Field Community Council Newsletter         Volume 3   Issue 2   January 2020 

Patriots Day 5K 
Heroes Run 

on September 11 
 

This year was the third annual Patriots 
Day 5K Heroes Run!  It takes place at 
Volk Field in camp Douglas and raises 
money for the National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation, the Freedom Honor Flight, 
and the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund.  Chief 
Meredith Conn, Event Coordinator, shared the following in a thank 
you letter, and the photo of this year's participants: 
 
Hi Terry, 
 
Thank you and the WEDC [Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation] and VFCC [Volk Field Community Council] for all of the 
support and resources towards this event. 
 
We look forward to this every year, and we couldn't pull it off without 
the help of you and our other sponsors! Please share with the VFCC 
members. 
 
V/r 
Chief Meredith Conn 
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Northern Lightning 19-2 Event 

 

Volk Field ANGB saw over 120 people in 
attendance at the Northern Lightning 
Exercises Distinguished Visitors Day on 
August 15.  Guests included Congressman 
Ron Kind and Representatives Tony Kurtz, 
Nancy VanderMeer, and Scott Krug.  Also 
in attendance were distinguished 
members from all 3 of Wisconsin's 
Community Councils: the Badger Air 
Community Council (BACC), the 128th 
Community Council, and of course our 
own Volk Field Community Council. 
 
Colonel David May and his crew put on an incredible event!  Many 
Military VIPs also attended (several gave briefings) including the 
Brigadier Generals Daniel Yenchesky and Jon Safstrom (of Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, respectively), and the retired Wisconsin Brigadier 
General Mark Michie.  A plethora of operations personnel, such as 
pilots and air traffic controllers, were available to the guests and 
spoke to the next-gen fighter jets, the F-35s. 
 
Click Here for Pictures and Video 
 
Click Here to see Media Coverage 
 
 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors who made this Event 
possible: 

 
Jim Costello, LYNXX Networks 

Scott & Wendy Sullivan, LumberJack Tools 
Danielle Jones, WI Economic Development Corp 

Dr. Mark Mueller, Deer Creek Dental 
 
 
 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=hd64hx4ab.0.0.nwfw8avab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpg%2FVolkFieldANGB%2Fvideos%2F%3Fref%3Dpage_internal
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=hd64hx4ab.0.0.nwfw8avab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwsau.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2F2019%2Faug%2F13%2Fvolk-field-hosts-northern-lighting-aircraft-training%2F927254%2F
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EDUCATORS STEM 
EVENT 

 
The VFCC's mission includes 
exposing local rural youth to 
the many local high-tech 
careers, and inspiring the in 
science.  We held a meeting of 
the minds in August where 
representatives from every 
school district in Juneau and 
Monroe Counties were invited 
to Volk Field for a half day 
event to discuss a possible 
partnership with Volk Field 
ANGB and VFCC to work 
towards that end.  The 
teachers and administrators 

that attended were able to see first-hand the great variety of high-
tech jobs available right on base.  These include pilot, air traffic 
controller, engineer, mechanic, physician, medical professional, 
computer scientist, target systems worker, industrial technician, 
electrician, and environmental specialist. 
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There was a strong turnout 
and lively discussions about 
ways to expose students to the 
technologies and opportunities 
at Volk Field such as small 
student tour groups on base, 
and base personnel speaking 

to school classes and assemblies.   
 
Participants heard briefings on central 
Wisconsin's unique airspace and next 
gen aircraft, watched jets take off and 
land, used flight simulators, and saw 
an UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle, aka, 
a drone). 

 

The school personnel showed 
great interest in having another 
STEM Educators event very 
soon to include additional 
teachers, administrators, and 
school career counselors. 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors who made this 
Event possible: 

 
Dr. Mark Mueller, Deer Creek Dental 
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VOLK FIELD 65TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 
 

2019 marked the 65th year of service to Wisconsin and our nation by 
the Volk Field Air National Guard Base in Camp Douglas. 
 

 

Colonel David May, Base Commander, shared the following about this 
event: 
 

Our 65th anniversary celebration was truly a magical event!  Thanks 
to the hard work of so many people, we were able to showcase a 
sampling of Volk Field's rich history, enjoy some great music and food, 
and share the evening with wonderful guests.  We had a great mix of 
community members, retirees, currently serving Airmen, members of 
1Lt Volk's family, and the senior leadership of the Wisconsin National 
Guard including The Adjutant General, Major General Dunbar. Much 
of the inspiration for this event came from the formation of this 
community council and I can't thank all of you enough for your 
engagement with the base.  My hope is that this is the first of many 
amazing anniversary events in the years to come. 
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With a towering stone bluff (back) providing an ideal backstop for a rifle range, 
brick warehouse buildings housing large stores of equipment and a major rail line 
providing for transportation, the Wisconsin Military Reservation was an ideal place 
for Wisconsin National Guard units to muster before deploying to Texas in 1916 and 
1917 (Camp Douglas Photograph Collection, Wisconsin Veterans Museum). 

 
 
 
Click Here for more information on the history of Volk Field 
 
Special Thanks to our Sponsors who made this Event possible: 

 
Jim Costello, LYNXX Networks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=hd64hx4ab.0.0.nwfw8avab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fdma.wi.gov%2FDMA%2Fnews%2F2019news%2F19208%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0NRz7hU4mzJG7I7p9btYM91wcfrAQrVS9S7F0ROssiYraSk05AZ7Y8bQw
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VOLK FIELD AIRMAN EXPERIENCE DAY 
 

Major Eric Dunford coordinated an Airman Experience Day for 
students from Arcadia High School On Friday, November 8, 
2019.  Approximately 75 students participated.  They arrived on base 
in the morning and were welcomed by Colonel David May, base 
Commander. 
 

 
 
Thereafter the students were divided into six groups and rotated 
through various stations where they learned about: 

 128 Air Control Squadron (ACS): mobile control and reporting 
 Air Traffic Control Tower: takeoff and landing procedures 
 Air-to-Air Division: air-to-air and air-to-surface warfare 
 RAPCON: air traffic control of military and civilian aircraft 
 Weather Flight: weather analysis & impact on tactical 

operations 
 F-16 Viper: multi-purpose fighter aircraft & munitions it carries 

This event was greatly enjoyed by both the students and the base 
personnel. 
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VFCC HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
 

On Thursday, December 12 the VFCC hosted its Annual Holiday 
Social.  VFCC Founding Members, Cornerstone Members, STEM 
Educators and their guests were joined by Colonel May and many of 
the base military personnel.  COL Chae Kim and Command Sergeant 
Major Mantha from Fort McCoy were also in attendance with their 
spouses.  De Colores of Mauston catered a scrumptious layout and 
the Runway's Edge on base provided festive holiday beverages and 
cake. 
 

This gathering took place on base in the Governor's Cottage, and was 
a fun way to connect with fellow Volk Field base and STEM supporters, 
and celebrate some holiday cheer! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Special Thanks to our Sponsors who made this Event possible: 

 
Scott & Wendy Sullivan, LumberJack Tools 

Dr. Mark Mueller, Deer Creek Dental 
 
 
 
 

  



Volk Field Community Council Newsletter         Volume 3   Issue 2   January 2020 

 
 

Save the Dates*... 
 

*Please note all events are By Invitation Only unless specifically designated as Open 
to the Public.  Invitations are sent via email and include an RSVP link. 
 

  

A Night at the Museum 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
This open house event takes place at the Wisconsin National Guard 

Museum located on the Volk Field Air National Guard 
Base.  Following the brief presentation you can view historic exhibits 

and photographs, talk with base personnel, and enjoy hors 
d'oeuvres and refreshments. 

 

Event TBA 

Date TBA in May-June, 2020 
There will not be a Quarter 2 Northern Lightning Event this year but 

we are working on an alternative so stay tuned!    

  

Northern Lightning Distinguished Visitors 

Day 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 

This special day occurs during the two week Northern Lightning 
Exercises in which aircraft and military personnel from around the 

country utilize the premiere air space at Volk Field.  VFCC 
Cornerstone Members and other dignitaries are invited for an inside 

glimpse of these training exercises. 
 

Patriots Day 5K Heroes Run 
 Friday, September 11, 2020 

This 5K Walk/Run honors all our national police and firefighter fallen 
heroes, and raises money to benefit their families as well as for 

National Honor Flights.  
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VFCC Holiday Social 
Date TBA in December 2020 

A festive gathering for all Volk Field Community Council Founders, 
Advisors, Cornerstone Members, Base Personnel, and other Special 

Guests.  Hors d'oeuvres and cocktails. 

  
 

Visit our website at www.vfccwi.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   

The primary mission of the Volk Field Community 
Council is to support the Volk Field Air National Guard 
Base's mission, relationships and initiatives with their 
personnel, local community, all level of public officials 
and all those impacting and influencing their base 

operations and economic impact. In addition, the VFCC commits to 
work with Volk Field ANGB to inspire and support the next generation 
of aerospace professionals, develop access to aerospace industry and 
careers for rural students and adults, and support aerospace 
networks in initiatives and opportunities. 

  

     

 

        

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=hd64hx4ab.0.0.nwfw8avab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vfccwi.org

